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Studying the style of symbolism in Frida Kahlo's paintings

Mahsa Hosseinpour Siouki Masoumeh Zamani Saadabadi*

Abstract

Symbolism, as an artistic and literary movement in the 19th and early 20th centuries, is concerned
with the expression of feelings and meanings that are more conceptual and cognitive than
concepts and metaphors. With the tendency to create symbols from the beginning, man has
unconsciously changed the forms and given them a lot of psychological importance. Frida Kahlo,
one of the most famous Mexican artists, has displayed her inner world and personal experiences
in her paintings using the style of symbolism. The aim of the present study is to examine Frida
Kahlo's paintings and to study the symbolic images in her works in order to decipher part of the
complexity of her works by analyzing the symbols on the one hand and to achieve a deep
understanding of the artist's life and inner feelings on the other hand. Therefore, in order to
answer the basic question of how symbolism appeared in Frida Kahlo's paintings, information
was collected through library and internet sources, and 3 of his paintings were studied with a
descriptive-analytical method. The results of the research indicate that the symbols in her works,
including natural elements such as animals and plants, and the use of other visual elements such
as clothes, hearts, blood, scissors, etc. and the use of colors express pains and hopes. And it is her
inner contradictions that, on the one hand, express his personal feelings and painful experiences,
and on the other hand, allow the audience to communicate with these feelings and experiences.
By combining Mexican cultural symbols and individual elements, Kahlo has artistically reflected
her inner world.

Keywords: Symbolism, The paintings of Frida Kahlo, Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird,
The Two Fridas, The Wounded Deer.
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